Below: the work on the left is some of the art, craft and design I did when I

Julie aged 8

was primary school age. The work on the right is the kind of work I do now.
We all have to start somewhere and practice helps us to improve over time.

Drawings and Paintings

Picasso, a very famous artist, once said:
“All children are born artists. The problem is
to remain artists as we grow up.”
I think that children are the best artists in the world! Some
grown-up artists would love to be able to do what you do! You
are so free and happy to ‘have a go’ and your art is
imaginative, fresh and full of LIFE! Even if you are not going
to end up being an artist in your future job (although it would
be great if this happens), you can still enjoy art, craft and
design as a fantastic hobby. Lots of grown-ups love creating
things for their family, friends, home and community. It
brings us all so much pleasure and sense of satisfaction. We
can gain confidence when we do art and that in turn can give
us confidence to do other things too.

Book Illustrations

Sometimes we can get frustrated if our art, craft and design don't go according to plan. Never
mind! You might need to move onto something new - or just 'work through the pain barrier' and
keep at it until things look and feel better. Lots of artists make mistakes. In fact, many artists
say that the mistakes are the best things they do because mistakes make them think more
creatively.
What's the difference between art, craft and design? Well grown-ups can talk about this
till the cows come home, but basically art is the place where we discover new things: new ideas.
Craft is the place where we learn how to do skills, like knitting or printing. Design is the place
where we make something for a purpose: like designing a comfy chair to sit on, or a video game to
play on. All three together make a powerful team and one isn't more important than the other:
for example, together they would be able to make an imaginative-looking hat made very skilfully
that fits perfectly and keeps the head warm.
No artist works without getting ideas from other people and places. We just change the
ideas a bit, mix them with other ideas, and come up with something of our own. Keep your eyes
peeled when you're out and about. Keep listening to your heart and thinking with your head. What
you see, what you think and what you feel are all good starting points for art, craft and design.
Ask for help from grown-ups and never give up. Keep looking, keeping caring and keeping working.
Believe me, something amazing will happen.

Clothes and Costumes

