
   Children’s Rights Project: Mannequins     
 

I worked with a fantastic group of young people in Liverpool to create ten mannequins that each 
represented their choice of the UN’s Children’s Rights. The day-and-a-half project was fast-paced 
and exciting and we hit the ground running! Everyone pulled their weight and gave it their all. 

 

The mannequins are to be used on tour in the city to raise awareness, discuss, and promote the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in relation to the promotion of 
mental health and resilience in children and young people. They were on show during the NOW 
Festival on February 2017 at the Epstein Theatre; and in June 2017 they will be exhibited at Tate 
Liverpool, after which they will go on their city-wide tour. 

 
The Now Festival focused on children’s rights and mental health issues, and I must say that I have not been to such 
a moving, hard-hitting, creative, positive and unafraid piece of theatre for a long time - made all the more poignant 
by the fact that it was performed entirely by children and young people. At one point, I and the lady sitting next to 
me (who I did not know) were both weeping. No theatrical performance has ever had that effect on me before! 
 
“Julie came to support us with a mixed group of young people aged from 9 to 19 - some with additional needs. She 
quickly engaged with the group and was able to guide and motivate them to produce work of a really high 
standard. Before the workshop we were able to share our vision for the project with Julie, and she applied her 
artistic knowledge and creativity to turn the ideas initially generated by our group into plans for a successful 
workshop. She also advised us on materials to purchase beforehand. The workshop itself was well organised, 
relaxed yet structured and thoroughly enjoyed by all. We look forward to working with Julie again and would fully 
recommend her to others.” Kath Thompson, Merseyside Youth Association Mental Health Promotion Coordinator, 
Artistic Director of the Now Festival 
 
 

Merseyside Youth Association (MYA) provides innovative, practical and positive support services to children and young people. 
Established in 1890 MYA draws on an enormous depth of experience and knowledge whilst remaining dynamic and fresh in its 
approach. MYA delivers a wide range of early intervention and prevention services, workforce development and infrastructure 
support across Merseyside; one of the most economically and socially deprived areas of the country. Working with 5000 young 
people a year, we provide projects to enable young people to:  Be Healthy - Be Active - Be Creative - Be Included - Be Ready.  
Retrieved from: http://www.mya.org.uk/welcome-to-mya/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations


The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (commonly abbreviated as the CRC, CROC, or UNCRC) 
is a human rights treaty which sets out the civil, political, 
economic, social, health and cultural rights of children. The 
Convention defines a child as any human being under the 
age of eighteen, unless the age of majority is attained earlier 
under national legislation. 

Nations that ratify this convention are bound to it 
by international law. Compliance is monitored by the 
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, which is 
composed of members from countries around the world. 
Once a year, the Committee submits a report to the Third 
Committee of the United Nations General Assembly, which 
also hears a statement from the CRC Chair, and the 
Assembly adopts a Resolution on the Rights of the Child. 

Governments of countries that have ratified the Convention 
are required to report to, and appear before, the United 
Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child periodically to 
be examined on their progress with regards to the 
advancement of the implementation of the Convention and 
the status of child rights in their country. Their reports and 
the committee's written views and concerns are available on 
the committee's website.  

The UN General Assembly adopted the Convention and 
opened it for signature on 20 November 1989 (the 30th 
anniversary of its Declaration of the Rights of the Child). It 
came into force on 2 September 1990, after it was ratified 
by the required number of nations. Currently, 196 countries 
are party to it, including every member of the United 
Nations except the United States. 

Two optional protocols were adopted on 25 May 2000. 
The First Optional Protocol restricts the involvement of 
children in military conflicts, and the Second Optional 
Protocol prohibits the sale of children, child 
prostitution and child pornography. Both protocols have 
been ratified by more than 160 states. 

A third optional protocol relating to communication of 
complaints was adopted in December 2011 and opened for 
signature on 28 February 2012. It came into effect on 14 
April 2014. 

Retrieved from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Convention_on_the_Rights_of_the_Child 
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